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Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .56. the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is 
hereby directed to the references listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise 
indicated herein, one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested 
that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, 
and that the references be made, of record therein and appear among the "References. 
Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. Applicants respectfully request the Examiner 
return an initialed copy of the enclosed Form PTO-1449 to Applicants with the next 
Office communication to indicate that the references haves been considered, per MPEP 
§ 609. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months after 
the U.S. filing date AND after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, but 
before the nnailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice of Allowance. 

I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in 
a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 37 CFR 1 .97(e)(1 ). 

The references were cited in an European Search Report, dated June 28, 2006, 
in a corresponding foreign application. U.S. Patent 6,089,181 con^esponds to JP 10- 



400434 139vl 



041281 , which also has an English abstract. Applicants rely upon both of these 
resources for a statennent of relevance of the Japanese reference. U.S. 4,808,258 was 
cited by the Examiner on Form 892 attachment to the Office Action mailed on August 9, 
2004. Accordingly, while cited In the European Search Report, the reference is not 
listed on the attached PTO-1449 form. 
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P.O. Box 10500 
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Application Number 


10/076.099 


Filing Date 


02/15/2002 


First Named inventor 


WAYNE L JOHNSON 


Art Unit 
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Examiner Name 


Rodney. McDonald 


.Sheet 1 of 1 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


071469-0273243 ^ 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
initials 


ate 

No. 

Ill 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Qted Document 

SUEMASAetzd. 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code'^'***"'*' 

6^089^181 

us- 
















us- 












us- 












us- 






us- 












us- 












us- 
us- 


















us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 


















US- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


ate 

No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Apfrficant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 


T» 


Country Code^>iumbMr*'rand CMe^ (if known) 




A 
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considered. Inctude copy of this form >Mth next commurucation to applicanL 1 Applicant's unique citation designation numtier (optiorel). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.u-i^otc .gov or MPEP 901.04, 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WiPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symtKils as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, pr^iaring, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time win vary dependng upon the tncfividual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chi^ Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313*1450. 
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